RESUME

RON KOVATCH



Website:  www.rkovatch.com

SELECTED SOLO EXHIBITIONS


2012


SOMEWHERE BETWEEN LIFE AND DEATH…Millikin University, Perkinson Art 
Gallery, Decatur, IL.  Exhibition, lecture, gallery talk, and the creation of a print in 
the Art Departments Printmaking studio scheduled for August, 2012


2011


DRINKING YESTERDAY’S WATER, Edwardsville Art Ctr, Edwardsville, IL


2007

McLanahan Gallery, Pennsylvania State University-Altoona, Altoona, PA 

2004

Dubhe Carreno Gallery, Chicago, IL

The Indianapolis Art Center, Hurt Gallery, Indianapolis, IN, a separate installation of 36 large-scale ceramic tiles, was also exhibited at the Ruth Lilly Library, also in the Indianapolis Art Center. Both exhibitions coincided with the National Council on Education for the Ceramic Arts 2004 Conference

2003

El Jardin de las Esculturas, Xalapa, Veracurz, Mexico

Leedy/Voulkos Art Center, Kansas City, MO, 2002/2003

2001

Leedy/Voulkos Art Center, Kansas City, MO

McLean County Art Center, Bloomington, IL

1999

RON KOVATCH:  A TEN YEAR SURVEY, Quincy Art Center, Quincy, IL

1998

Galleria de Artes Plasticas, University of Veracruz, Xalapa, Veracruz, Mexico

1997

Evanston Art Center, Evanston, IL 

Tolgyfa Gallery, Hungarian Academy of Craft and Design, Budapest, Hungary

1995

GENDER:  A CERAMICS EXHIBITION, George Caleb Bingham Gallery, University of Missouri-Columbia, MO

SELECTED GROUP EXHIBITIONS (INVITED)


2012


SOURCES AND INFLUENCES:  CLAY ARTISTS, MENTORS AND STUDENTS, 
Huntington Museum of Art, Huntington, WV


2010


GIMME FICTION, 3-person exhibition, Cinema Gallery, Urbana, IL


2009


SMALL FAVORS VI, Reed Smith Gallery, The Clay Studio, Philadelphia, PA


2008


SIP, SLURP, GULP, A group exhibition of ceramic cups.  Santa Fe Clay Gallery, 
Santa Fe, NM
FINS, FUR, AND FEATHERS, Cinema Gallery, Urbana, IL


33rd ANNUAL HOLIDAYEXHIBITION ANDSALE, Lill Street Art Center, 



Chicago, IL

COMMON GROUND, A selection of contemporary Illinois Ceramics, Northern 
(The artists work appears on a promotional poster for the exhibition)

LINEWEIGHT, International exhibition of contemporary drawing, Truman State University Art Gallery, curated buy Aaron Fine, Kirksville, MO

WHAT THE FUTURE MAY HOLD:  ARTISTS CONSIDER THE POST-BUSH WORLD, Santa Fe Clay Gallery, Santa Fe, NM

THE 9TH INTERNATIONALL SHOE BOX SCULPTURE EXHIBITION, Traveling 
venues included:


Robert and Elaine Stein Galleries, Wright State University, Dayton, OH


Wellington B. Gray Gallery, East Carolina University, Greenville, NC



Las Cruces Museum of Art, Las Cruces, NM



Maui Arts and Cultural Center, Kahului, HI





Sarah Spurgeon Gallery, Central Washington University, Ellensburg, WA

RED, an exhibition focusing on the color red in contemporary ceramics, Santa Fe 
Clay Gallery, Santa Fe, NM

ERUDITE LUNACY, Third Street Gallery, Pittsburgh, PA

…and I am blue…, Mclean County Arts Center, Bloomington, IL

MASKS:  NEW AND OLD, Edwardsville Art Center

AT THE EDGE, Cinema Art Gallery, Urbana, IL

2007


GLUE, Linda Hodges Gallery, Seattle, WA


FLESH AND BLOOD, Jacob Foran & Ron Kovatch, Cinema Gallery, Urbana, IL


CONSTRUCT REALITIES, Ohio University Art Gallery, Athens, Ohio 

AGAPE, Santa Fe Clay Gallery, Santa Fe, NM

9TH INTERNATIONAL SHOE BOX SCULPTURE EXHIBITION, traveling 



venues:



Clemson University, Lee Gallery, Clemson, SC

Utah State University, Nora Eccles Harrison Museum of Art, Logan, UT

Robert Rauchenberg Gallery, Edison College, Fort Meyers, FL

University of Tennessee Downtown Gallery, Knoxville, TN

University Art Gallery, California State University, Dominguez Hills, Carson, CA

Object Enshrined, Louisville Visual Art Association, The Water Tower, Louisville, KY

SIUE 50TH ANNIVERSARY ALUMNI ART EXHIBITION1957-2007”, University Center Gallery, Morris University Center, Southern Illinois University at Edwardsville, Edwardsville, IL


2006


9TH INTERNATIONAL SHOE BOX SCULPTURE EXHIBITION, University of 


Hawaii Art Gallery, Honolulu, HI, traveling venues:


East Hawaii Cultural Center, Hilo, HA
Olive Hyde Art Gallery, Freemont, CA

Murray State University, The Clara M. Eagle Gallery, Murray, KY


University of Mississippi, Art Gallery, University, MS
30/30, Lill Street Art Center Gallery, Chicago, IL

2005 

DAY OF THE DEAD, Santa Fe Clay Gallery, Santa Fe, NM

50,000 WATTS:  Ceramics by Dan Anderson & Drawings by Ron Kovatch, Cinema Gallery, Urbana, IL

2004

SOFA CHICAGO 2004, Dubhe Carreno Gallery, Chicago, IL


FORMS, McMaster Gallery, Univerity of South Carolina, Columbia, SC


NATURAL SELECTION, Santa Fe Clay Gallery, Santa Fe, NM

ROBERT ARCHAMBEAU:  TEACHER, ARTIST, COLLECTOR, The Winnipeg Art Gallery, Winnipeg, Manitoba Canada (3 works from Archambeau’s collection exhibited)

CONTEMPORARY WORKS IN CLAY, Swope Art Museum, Terre Haute, IN

EIGHT FLUID OUNCES, Louisiana State University, School of Art Gallery

2003
CONTEMPORARY CERAMICS INVITATIONAL, Heuser Art Center Gallery, Bradley University, Peoria, IL

HUNDREDS OF CUPS, Santa Fe Clay Gallery, Santa Fe, NM 

OBJECTS OF DESIRE, Fine Arts Center Gallery, Northeastern University, 


Chicago, IL

GROUP INVITATIONAL, Xen Gallery, St. Louis, MO

2002

CLAY SCULPTURE INVITATIONAL, Daum Museum of Art, 

Sedalia, MO 
CLAY CITY, New Fahrenheit Gallery, Kansas City, MO 2002.

INSPIRED IN ILLINOIS, Lakeview Museum of Arts and Sciences, 

Peoria, IL 

AWARDS

Visual Artists Fellowship, Illinois Arts Council, 1990, 1994, 19

96

Visual Artists Fellowship, National Endowment for the Arts, 1990

EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND

Southern Illinois University at Edwardsville, Master of Fine Arts, 1987

Kansas City Art Institute, Bachelor of Fine Arts, 1976

ACADEMIC POSITIONS 

University of Illinois at Urbana- Champaign, School of Art and Design, Professor, 2000 to present 

Crafts Program Chair, 2000-2002

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, School of Art and Design, Associate Professor

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, School of Art and Design, Assistant Professor, Ceramics Program Chair, 1989-1993

Indiana University, Henry Radford Hope School of Fine Arts, Bloomington, Indiana, Visiting Assistant Professor, 1988-1989
School of the Art Institute of Chicago, Chicago, Illinois, Visiting Artist/Instructor, 1988

WORK IN PUBLIC COLLECTIONS


Daum Museum of Contemporary Art, Sedalia, MO


The Arkansas Art Center/Decorative Arts Museum, Little Rock, AK


Arrowmont School of Arts and Crafts, Gatlinburg, TN


Evansville Museum of Art and Sciences, Evansville, IN


Marion College, Indianapolis, IN


Ringling School of Art and Design (print collection), Sarasota, FL


Charles A, Wustum Museum of Fine Arts, Racine, WI

SUBJECT OF FEATURE ARTICLES/REVIEWS

Fister, Cherie.  “Ron Kovatch,” AMERICAN CERAMICS.  Winter Issue, 1988.

Hunt, William.  “1990 NEA Grant,” CERAMICS MONTHLY.  December, 1990.

Madonick, Michael.  “Ron Kovatch,” CERAMICS MONTHLY.  May, 1992:  

pp.  32-33.

Merino, Tony.  “Midwestern Clay:  Anatomy and Architecture,” CERAMICS:  ART AND PERCEPTION.  Issue 12, Sydney, Australia, 1993:  pp.  69-71.

Hluch, Kevin.  “Ceramics and Sculpture,” CERAMICS:  ART AND PERCEPTION.  Issue 23, Sydney, Australia, 1996:  pp.  76-81.

Clark, Bede.  “Ron Kovatch’s Gender Project,” CERAMICS:  ART AND PERCEPTION.  Issue 24, Sydney, Australia, 1996:  pp.  62-65.

Kovatch, Ron.  “An Installation Project,” Ceramics Technical, Issue 3, 1996:  

pp. 86-90.

Kangus, Matthew.  “Exhibitions,” AMERICAN CERAMICS.  Volume 12,m Number 2, 1996:  p.  52

(Feature Articles/Reviews continued)

Mansfield, Janet.  “The Diane and Igal Silber Collection,” CERAMICS:  ART AND PERCEPTION.  Issue 31, Sydney, Australia, 1998:  pp.  33-39.

Mickelson Taylor, Liegh.  “Boxes, Barriers, and Intimate Spaces,” CERAMICS MONTHLY.   March, 1999:  pp.  12.

Nigrosh, Leon.  “Erotica in Ceramic Art:  Sexual, Sensual and Suggestive,” CERAMICS:  ART AND PERCEPTION.  Issue 38, Sydney, Australia, 2000:  

pp.  19-23.

Stengel, Gil.  “Ron Kovatch’s Non-traditional Objects,” CERAMICS:  ART AND PERCEPTION. Issue 40, Sydney, Australia, 2000:  pp.  16-19.

Smith, Phil, “Ron Kovatch:  In Search of an Archetype,” DIALOG, 
March/April, 2001

Williams, Gerry.  “20 Potters in the Land of Lincoln,” THE STUDIO POTTER, Vol. 32, June, 2003:  page 59.

O’Donnell, Laura.  “Sanctity, Voyeurism, Reflection and Necessity:  Ron Kovatch’s Ceramic TV Sets,” CERAMICS ART AND PERCEPTION.  Issue 56, Sydney, Australia, 2004:  pp.  55-57.

INVITED LECTURES


University of Iowa Museum of Art, Iowa City, IA


Waubonsee Community College, Sugar Grove, IL 2008

University of Ohio, Athens, OH, 2007

University of South Carolina, Columbia, SC, 2004

University of Miami at Coral Gables, Miami, FL 2003

Lill Street Art Center/Gallery, Chicago, IL 2002

Arrowmont School of Arts and Crafts, Gatlinburg, TN, 2001

Kansas City Art Institute, Kansas City, MO, 2001

Illinois Wesleyan University, Bloomington, IL, 2001

University of Iowa, Iowa City, IA, 2000

Iowa State University, Ames, IA, 2000

Maharishi International University, Fairfield, IA, 1999

Quincy Art Center, Quincy, IL, 1999

Washington University, St. Louis, MO, 1998

Central College, Houston Community College System, 


Houston, TX, 1998

University of Veracruz, Xalapa, Veracruz, Mexico, 1998

Northern Illinois University, Dekalb, IL, 1997

Tolgyfa Gallery, Hungarian Academy of Craft and Design, Budapest, 


Hungary, 1997

School of the Art Institute of Chicago, Chicago, IL, 1996

The Museum of Art and Archeology, University of Missouri at Columbia, 
Columbia, MO, 1995

School of Fine Art, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI, 1995

New York College of Ceramics at Alfred University, Alfred, NY, 1994

School of Fine Art, Indiana University, Bloomington, IN, 1993

Renwick Gallery, Smithsonian Institution, Washington, DC, 1993

WORK AS SUBJECT IN BOOKS/TEXTS


CONFRONTATIONAL CERAMICS, Judith Schwartz (due out the spring of 


2008), A&C Black, London

CERAMICS:  A POTTERS HANDBOOK, Glenn C. Nelson & Richard Burkett, 
Wadsworth Thomas Learning Inc. 2002, Plate 39

WORKING WITH CLAY, Second Edition, Susan Peterson, Prentice Hall, Upper 
Saddle New Jersey, 2003, Page 37

SEX POTS:  EROTICISM IN CERAMICS, Paul Mathieu, Rutgers University 
Press, 2003

SMASHING GLAZES: 53 ARTISTS SHARE INSIGHTS AND RECIPES, 
Susan Peterson, Guild.com

